
    Tips, Tricks and Handy Information from 

Coastal Computer Care 
Dana Point, CA 92629 
949-489-0264 
Email: phil@coastalcomputercare.com  
www.coastalcomputercare.com  

Coastal Currents 
 
 

Issue 101, January 2014 

 
In this issue: 
 
� Bypass the Windows Password 
� Your own personal cloud storage 
� Interesting websites 
� Why upgrade to Windows 8.1 
� Customize Windows 8.1 
� Encrypt your device for high 

security 
 

 
BYPASS THE  

WINDOWS PASSWORD 
 
I am frequently asked if the Windows 
password can be bypassed.  The 
answer is yes, and it is easy to do. 
 
Before bypassing the Windows 
password, consider that I definitely 
don’t recommend bypassing the 
password on a notebook computer, 
which can be easily lost or stolen 
and should always be password 
protected.  Desktops are fairly secure 
in your home or business, although I 
still strongly recommend using 
passwords, particularly on Windows 
Vista/7/8 computers.  The password 
system on Windows XP/ME/98/95 is 
pretty useless, but passwords on 
Vista/7/8 computers definitely work. 
 
If you have more than one user, then 
you just remove the password for each 
user.  This is how to do it: 
 
For Windows 8: 
 
• Open the right-side panel 
• Click on Settings 
• Click Change PC Settings 
• Click Users 
• You will see an option “Any user 

who has a password must enter it 
when waking this PC.  Click 
Change and then click OK in the 
next box. 

 
For Windows 7 & Vista: 
 
• Click the START button 
• Click Control Panel 

• Click User Accounts and Family 
Safety (if you use the “category” 
view) 

• Click User Accounts 
• Click Remove your password 
• Enter your current password 
• Click Remove Password 
 
For Windows XP 
 
• Click the START button 
• Click Control Panel 
• Click User Accounts and Family 

Safety (if you use the “category” 
view) 

• Click User Accounts 
• Click Remove your password 
• Enter your current password 
 
If there is more than one user on the 
computer, each has the option of 
deleting the password. 
 
Voila – there is no password 
 
One last thing – I definitely don’t 
recommend bypassing the password 
on a notebook computer.  Notebooks 
can be easily lost or stolen and should 
always be password protected.   
 
Desktops are fairly secure in your 
home or business, although I still 
strongly recommend using passwords, 
particularly on Windows Vista/7/8 
computers.  The password system on 
Windows XP/ME/98/95 is pretty 
useless, but passwords on Vista/7/8 
computers definitely work. 
 

 
YOUR OWN PERSONAL CLOUD 
 
By now, most people know that in 
computer-speak, cloud means internet.  
Cloud storage means something like 
a special hard drive of your own up in 
the (internet) clouds where you can 
store files for backup, or access from 
(almost) anywhere you are in the 
world if you can access the internet. 
 
The latest Microsoft Office pushes 
cloud storage as a means for several 

people at different locations to 
collaborate on the same file or project. 
 
And of course there is cloud backup 
which gets your backups out of the 
building where they are safe from 
theft and/or disaster. 
 
If your primary purpose for cloud 
storage is to be able to access your 
files from anywhere, then consider 
having your own personal cloud. 
 
That’s right, you can make your files 
available over the internet (password 
protected, of course) by having your 
own personal cloud in your home or 
office.  What’s more, it doesn’t 
require that you are a computer genius 
or internet wizard.  It’s actually very 
easy. 
 
Western Digital (WD) has several 
hard drives available that advertise 
having “your own personal cloud” and 
that is just what they do, and pretty 
easily.  Here is how it works. 
 
The “personal cloud” is an external 
hard drive that uses a network 
connection instead of a USB 
connection, so that it is linked to all 
computers in your location directly 
through the router.  What the 
“personal cloud” feature is, is a utility 
that connects the hard drive to a WD 
website that you can sign into and, 
with the correct ID and password, you 
can access the hard drive directly from 
anywhere, over the internet. 
 
Interestingly, they are selling for about 
the same price as the more common 
USB hard drives.  I’ve seen 2TB WD 
personal cloud hard drives selling for 
as low as $89 on sale, with MSRP 
prices of around $129. 
 
I was a bit skeptical at first, but after 
setting up a few of these devices I find 
that they are easy to configure – just 
follow the setup wizard and work 
quite well. 
 



The downside is that your “personal 
cloud” drive is on-site, so it is liable to 
damage or theft along with your other 
computers, which means that it isn’t 
really good for backups. 
 
However, consider that if you know 
someone who will let you do it, you 
can install your “personal cloud” drive 
with someone else and schedule your 
backups to the “personal cloud” drive 
in the middle of the night so that it 
won’t interfere with their internet 
speeds.  If you use it for a non-home 
business, then you can install the drive 
in your home, where you probably 
have a faster internet anyway – at least 
if you are using cable and not the 
relatively slow DSL. 
 

 
WEBSITE OF THE MONTH 

 
No, I don’t intend to display a website 
of interest every month, but a title for 
this piece that reads DUMB LAWS 
just didn’t sound right. 
 
However, go to www.dumblaws.com 
and you will have a great time.  Did 
you know, for example, that it is 
against the law to ride a merry-go-
round on Sundays in Idaho?  More 
locally, You may only throw a 
frisbee at the beach in Los Angeles 
County, CA with the lifeguard’s 
permission.   
 
OK, as long as I’m giving out hidden 
websites, if you are into cute pets and 
other animals, check out these 
websites: 
 
www.cuteoverload.com 
www.lovemeow.com 
www.cuteroulette.com  
 
Enjoy. 
 

 
WINDOWS 8.1 

 
New computers with Windows 7 are 
becoming less available.  Here in 
Orange County, the only place I know 
of that still has Win7 computers in 
stock is Microcenter, in Tustin. 
 
So eventually you will have little 
option but to get Windows 8 on a new 
computer.  Since Win8 is a reworked 
Win7, the basic operating system is 

still very good.  Just be sure to restore 
the start menu with one of the free 
utilities such as ClassicStart. 
 
Windows 8.1 is the latest version of 
Win7 and is not just a Service Pack, 
but is a dot-revision of Win8, which 
means that there are many changes, 
mostly based on user input to 
Microsoft. 
 
Windows 8.1 is a free upgrade for 
computers that are already running 
Windows 8.  Just make sure that your 
computer has all of the latest 
Microsoft updates and then go to the 
Microsoft online store 
(www.microsoftstore.com) and 
download & install it over Windows 8. 
 
If you have a Windows 8 computer, I 
recommend that you upgrade to 8.1. 
 

 
CUSTOMIZE WINDOWS 8.1 

TO SUIT YOUR PREFERENCES 
 
Windows 8/8.1 remains very 
controversial and seems to remain a 
hate-it-or-tolerate-it operating system 
with only a small number of “love-it” 
users.  That said, Win8.1 incorporates 
a number of adjustments that you 
might find useful and/or desirable. 
 
The January 2014 edition of 
MaximumPC has a great how-to 
article on Windows 8.1, including 
step-by-step instructions for many 
ways to customize Win8.1 to suit your 
preferences.  If you are at all 
interested, check it out. 
 
Here are some of the things you can 
adjust in Win8.1. 
 
• Set a PIN to logon instead of a 

password. 
 

• Restore Libraries in File Explorer. 
 

• Customize the “modern” start 
screen, which can be useful even 
if you have restored the start 
menu. 
 

• Adjust what Windows Search 
looks for.  The default is to search 
both the computer and the web, so 
you may want to turn off Bing in 
searches so that it searches only 
on your computer. 

 
• Set up a slide show on your lock 

screen (logon screen) 
 

• Adjust SkyDrive options. 
 

 
ENCRYPT FOR 

SUPER SECURITY 
 
Any time a computer, portable hard 
drive, flashdrive, tablet or phone is 
lost or stolen, the contents are 
available to whomever has of the 
device…or even when you have some 
files on your computer that are very 
private.  Not only your own personal 
information, but also legally protected 
info such as medical records (HIPPA) 
 
You can protect data on any of these 
devices by encrypting the files, the 
folders, or even the entire device. 
 
The most widely used method is to use 
the free utility TrueCrypt.  With 
TrueCrypt you can encrypt either an 
entire drive or just create an encrypted 
folder (called a volume) into which 
you can place files you want to 
protect.  There are many tutorials on 
setting it up, both on the TrueCrypt 
website as well as on YouTube.  The 
only caveat – and a very, very 
important caveat – is to never forget 
the encryption password, or you will 
never get into the data.  That said, 
TrueCrypt can create a recovery disc 
for emergency decryption if you do 
forget the password. 
 
TrueCrypt is a free download from 
www.truecrypt.org .  If you decide to 
use it, consider leaving them a 
donation. 
 
 
This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 
Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 
need professional computer support or tutoring.  
If you are not currently a client but wish to 
receive this free newsletter, send me a request 
via email and I’ll be happy add you to the 
distribution list 
 
Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 
information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  
The recommendations are made in good faith 
and are believed to be reliable and safe. CCC 
cannot, however, foresee every possibility and 
assumes no responsibility for any problems that 
may be encountered as a consequence of the 
recommendations.  Always backup your 
computer and make sure that System Restore is 
set to On. 


